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Abstract

This paper introduces AMT, an Adversarial Meta-Tuning methodology, to boost the
robust generalization of pre-trained models in the out-of-domain (OOD) few-shot
learning. To address the challenge of transferring knowledge from source domains
to unseen target domains, we construct the robust LoORAPool by meta-tuning Lo-
RAs with dual perturbations applied to not only the inputs but also singular values
and vectors of the weight matrices at various robustness levels. On top of that,
we introduce a simple yet effective test-time merging mechanism to dynamically
merge discriminative LoRAs for test-time task customization. Extensive evalu-
ations demonstrate that AMT yields significant improvements, up to 12.92% in
clean generalization and up to 49.72% in adversarial generalization, over previous
state-of-the-art methods across a diverse range of OOD few-shot image classifi-
cation tasks on three benchmarks, confirming the effectiveness of our approach
to boost the robust generalization of pre-trained models. Our code is available at
https://github.com/xyang583/AMT.

1 Introduction

Few-shot learning (FSL) has recently been revolutionized by large-scale pre-trained vision transformer
models [1} 2} 34, 15]. Their generalization capability can be further enhanced with a few annotated
examples, achieving impressive performance across a broad spectrum of downstream tasks [0, [7,
8., 19 [10]. Building on this foundation, meta-tuning emerges as a powerful strategy that integrates
the broad generalization capabilities of pre-trained prior knowledge with the adaptive flexibility of
meta-learning, allowing models to quickly adapt to new tasks in few-shot scenarios [[L1} [12]].

Despite its success, the robust generalization of meta-tuning to defend against adversarial at-
tacks [[13} 14, [15] and adapt to out-of-distribution (OOD) downstream tasks [16} 17, (18] remains an
ongoing challenge. However, it is crucial for various real-world applications such as medical imaging
diagnostics and autonomous driving to simultaneously achieve competitive performance on adver-
sarial examples or out-of-distribution data. Deployed models often encounter novel environments
with distribution shifts between training and test data, including variations in hospital equipment
and protocols [19] or diverse urban road scenarios [20]]. Moreover, these models are vulnerable to
adversarial attacks leading to harmful diagnoses or unsafe driving decisions. For instance, adversaries
can perturb sensor signals to deceive 2D or 3D medical imaging models [21]], manipulate traffic signs
with malicious stickers [22], or fool the autopilot into following unsafe trajectories [23]].

In this paper, we delve into leveraging adversarial training and meta-tuning to enhance robust
generalization of pre-trained vision transformers across different domains. Compared with previous
meta-tuning approaches, this involves two unique aspects. Firstly, when incorporating adversarial
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examples, the model should learn to adapt to the worst-case tasks while preserving its inherent
generalization capabilities. Inspired by the observation that the singular values distribution of weight
parameters undergoes significant changes during fine-tuning [24]], we aim to explicitly strengthen the
principal components of pre-trained model weight matrices during meta-tuning. To this end, we inject
perturbations on both input and principal singular values and vectors via the incremental meta-update
of the Low-rank Adapter (LoRA) [25,26] on top of frozen pre-trained parameters. Secondly, the
adversarial perturbation needs to simulate wide distribution variations from the training environment,
and care must be taken to avoid interference when training with multiple perturbation types [27} 28]].
Thus, we introduce an adaptive robust LoORAPool constructed by meta-tuning different LoRAs in
parallel for different attack strengths. To adapt to novel tasks from unseen distributions, we view the
robust LoRAPool as the basis and integrate meta-updated principal components into the pre-trained
model through a test-time merging mechanism for downstream task customization.

Our main contributions are summarized as follows:

* We propose AMT, a novel adversarial meta-tuning approach for enhancing the robust generalization
of pre-trained vision transformers across diverse domains.

* By injecting the adversarial perturbations on the inputs, singular values and vectors of the weight
matrices, the core components of pre-trained model weights are consolidated for worst-case tasks.
We further enhance this approach with the adaptive robust LoORAPool meta-tuned under varying
perturbation budgets, without compromising the pre-trained model’s inherent capabilities.

* We integrate discriminative principle components into the pre-trained model via a simple yet
effective test-time merging mechanism for customizing task-specific feature extractors, which is
compatible with other test-time fine-tuning methods.

* We experimentally evaluate our method on challenging large-scale out-of-domain few-shot image
classification benchmarks, including Meta-Dataset [[16] that consists of 9 OOD datasets, as well as
BSCD-FSL [29] and fine-grained datasets [30] comprising another 8 OOD datasets. Our method
achieves impressive few-shot performance across domains, significantly outperforming previous
state-of-the-art methods in clean generalization by up to 12.92% and in adversarial generalization
by up to 49.72%.

2 Related work

Out-of-Domain Few-shot Learning and Meta-Learning. Out-of-Domain Few-Shot Learning
(OOD-FSL) aims to transfer prior knowledge learned on source domains to unseen target domains to
address the few-shot learning problem [[16} 17, [18} 29} 311 (32} 133} 34} |35 136]. Meta-learning relies
on episodic training to learn parameter initialization [37} 38} 139]], optimization rule [40} 41} 42] or a
transferable metric space [43| 44} 1451 146,/47] as prior knowledge for quick adaptation to new tasks. To
tackle distribution shifts, many methods are proposed by building a universal feature representation
with multiple feature extractors [32} 31]], conditioning batch normalization parameters [48, 130} 33], or
test-time gradient-based fine-tuning [34]. Most related to our work is FLUTE [33]], which jointly trains
the feature extractor with multiple sets of Feature-wise Linear Modulation (FiLM) [49] parameters
on multiple training datasets and combines them as the initialization for gradient descent at test time.
Our method AMT stands in the single source domain setting and differs from previous works in that
our adversarial meta-tuning does not compromise the pre-trained model, and the adaptive merging
mechanism of the robust LoORAPool performs task customization in a non-parametric manner without
the requirement of gradient descent, ensuring scalability with newly added components to the pool.

Vision Transformers in Few-shot Learning. Vision Transformers (ViTs) have gained prominence as
the foundation model due to their ability to capture long-range dependencies in data [50, 51} 52]]. Self-
supervised pre-training effectively endows vision transformer with data-driven and well-generalized
prior [, 12 153, 154], especially for the few-shot learning task. In the spirit of transfer learning,
one line of works leverages self-distillation framework to seek universal feature representations
without meta-training [55} 56, 157 and directly learns auxiliary visual prompts [58] and attention
scaling matrices [59] on the support set through gradient descent during meta-testing. Another
important research direction is developing meta-learning techniques to enhance pre-trained models
with input-conditioned prompts [8] and task-specific masks [[11]. PMF [12]] contributes a strong
baseline by meta-tuning the full model. In this work, we also ground our method on pre-trained vision
transformers and show that adversarial meta-tuning can further boost their robust generalization
across downstream tasks. Also, our contribution is orthogonal to other existing test-time fine-tuning
methods and provides a better starting point to improve their performance at test time.



Adversarial Training for Out-of-Distribution Generalization. Adversarial training [[13] is one of
the most effective defense techniques to improve the model adversarial robustness by minimizing a
locally maximized loss function via adversarial perturbation on inputs [13} 160, 61} 162} 63} |64} [65]]
and model parameters [66]]. Despite widely recognized trade-offs between adversarial robustness
and clean accuracy [67, 68]], and between in-distribution (ID) and out-of-distribution (OOD) gen-
eralization [63.|69], there exist strategies to achieve better balances among these trade-offs. These
strategies include modified adversarial training regime [65]], dual sets of parameters [70, [71} [72],
model ensemble [73], multi-scale patch perturbations [74]], or partial fine-tuning strategy [75]]. Fur-
thermore, since adversarially perturbed input data can be viewed as a special type of OOD data [76],
recent studies [[77, (78} [79] have demonstrated that adversarial pre-training can enhance generalization
performance on downstream datasets and improve robustness against distribution shifts. Compared
with sample-wise adversarial attacks, where all samples in each domain share the universal pertur-
bation, the distributional attacks in a low-rank structure show the capability of making the models
resistant against adversarial perturbations of higher magnitude [80,81] Inspired yet different from the
previous attack methods, our method utilizes a mixture of adversarial low-rank adaptors customized
for meta-tuning to enhance the robust generalization of clean pre-trained models.

Adversarial Meta-Learning. There is a series of works that leverage adversarial training to enhance
the few-shot learner’s adversarial robustness [14} [15 [82, I83]]. However, compared with standard
few-shot learning, the adversarially trained model has degraded clean accuracy [14]]. Adversarial
training is also utilized to improve the cross-domain few-shot learning performance by attacking
individual image pixels [84] and features [85, [86]]. For example, StyleAdv [86] perturbs each sample
style in a task through attacking statistical information of AdalN [87] and updating all parameters.
Our approach diverges from these existing methods, aiming to further enhance the generalization
performance of large-scaled pre-trained models. To achieve this, we propose to inject double
perturbations on inputs as well as singular values and vectors over the entire query set as a whole
during meta-tuning, while keeping all pre-trained parameters frozen to preserve prior knowledge.

Parameter-Efficient Few-Shot Learning. To reduce the computational cost associated with full-
model fine-tuning, various parameter-efficient fine-tuning (PEFT) methods have been proposed that
only update a small set of parameters, including inserting soft prompts [88, [89], adding adapter
modules [90, 91}, 92], and introducing low-rank matrices [25} 93] 94]. Recent works have shown
that PEFT achieves comparable or superior performance than standard fine-tuning in the few-shot
setting for large language models [93]]. In this work, we explore crafting the small parameter sets via
meta-tuning to boost robust generalization of pre-trained vision transformers. Concretely, we leverage
LoRA [25] as the core parameter-efficient component for constructing the adaptive robust pool, as it
enables low-rank updates to be merged into network weights without additional computational or
memory costs incurred during inference.

3 Problem Formulation

In this work, we focus on out-of-domain few-shot image classification where our goal is to find
parameters 6 that generalize well on unseen target domains with the single-source training domain.
In this context, the model not only needs to learn novel concepts from limited data but also to
generalize well across diverse domains. For each domain, there exists a dataset collected from that
environment. During training, we only have access to the single source training dataset D", from

which each task 7 = (S, Q) is randomly sampled as the input. The support set S contains K
annotated images for each of the N categories: S = {xs, ys}iv:li, while the query set Q contains M
images Q = {z, yq}évi 1- At evaluation time, the aim is to tackle tasks with novel classes sampled

unseen

from previously unseen datasets D}75".

4 Methods

We introduce our approach in this section. The overall framework of our AMT is illustrated in
Figure[l] It contains two components: (i) adversarial singular value and vector perturbation, which
explicitly perturbs the singular values and vectors to highlight the principal components in the worst-
case tasks; (ii) Adaptive robust LoRAPool, which consists of several adversarially meta-tuned LoRA
modules and test-time merging mechanism to adaptively merge them for task customization.
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Figure 1: Overview of our method. Adversarial perturbations, bounded by different budgets ¢, are
incorporated into the clean query set. To construct the robust LoRAPool, the LoRA modules initialized
with SVD results are meta-tuned on the adversarial examples, upon which adversarial perturbations
are injected into singular values and vectors. The discriminative incremental updates of principal
components are adaptively merged into the pre-trained weights for test-time task customization.

4.1 Preliminaries

Adversarial Meta-Tuning. We ground our method on a large-scale pre-trained Vision Trans-
former [50]] and then meta-tune the model in an episodic manner [43], following PMF [12]. To
robustify the learned meta-knowledge, adversarial meta-tuning adopts the worst-case optimization by
injecting the adversarial perturbation ¢ to the query image x, through the minimax strategy [[14} [15]].
The intuition here is to make the meta-tuned model have the same prediction in the worst-case task.

We consider the [, norm bounded perturbations in this work, so the corresponding optimization
problem can be formulated as ming max| 5 <c £ (fo (S, 24 + 9) ,y4) where fy denotes predicted
logits of a query example with the model parameters 6, and L is the meta-task loss, which is usually
the cross-entropy loss for image classification. The inner maximization problem can be efficiently
solved by gradient-based methods. In practice, Projected Gradient Descent (PGD) [13] is the most
popular method to generate adversarial perturbations §. Specifically, when the step size is a, PGD
optimizes d by running the following update rule for multiple iterations. Here, II is the projection
operator to clip § so that |||/ < €.

§ 11 (0 + o - sign (V5L (fo(S, 24 +9),9,))) - (D

Low Rank Adaptation. LoRA [23] is one of the popular parameter-efficient fine-tuning approaches
for transformer models. Given a pre-trained weight matrix W & RdinXdout [ ,oRA approximates
incremental updates to the parameter matrix with a low-rank decomposition AW = AB, where
A € R%n*" and B € R"*%ut and the rank r < min(dy,, dous). The LoRA approach can be
applied to all the linear layers in the vision transformer. For an input x and a hidden state h = Wz,
LoRA modifies forward process as h = (W + AW)x = Wz + ABx. When fine-tuning, W is
frozen while A and B are trainable. In addition, A is randomly initialized via Gaussian initialization
while B is initialized to zero, resulting in the incremental update AB = 0 at the beginning.

4.2 Adversarial Singular Value and Vector Perturbation

Drawing inspiration from the insight that the distribution of singular values undergoes significant
changes during fine-tuning [24], we aim to explicitly strengthen the principal components of pre-
trained model weight matrices to enhance the model’s generalization capability across diverse



target domains. Using the on-the-fly generated adversarial query samples, we inject the worst-
case perturbation on singular values and vectors over the entire query set. However, meta-tuning
the full model and performing multiple singular value decomposition (SVD) during training are
computationally expensive. To this end, we adopt the LoORA formulation to update model parameters
during meta-tuning and initialize the incremental updates of LoRA with the result of SVD of weight
matrices for the multi-head self-attention (MHA) layer and feed-forward network (FFN) layer in the
vision transformer [26]].

Formally, for a weight matrix W € Rdn*dout and its singular value decomposition W =
U diag(S)VT, where U € Réinxmin(din.dous) 7 ¢ Routxmin(din,dout) apd § € RMIn(dindout)
represent the left/right singular vectors and the singular values in descending order, respectively. In
the LoRA formulation AW = AB with the rank r, the top r singular values and corresponding
vectors are utilized to initialize A € R%»*" and B € R"*%ut_while the residual singular values and
vectors are used to calculate the residual matrix WW7¢* € RinXdout for error correction:

A = Uy, diag (5[{{ ]2) € Réin*

—di 1/2 T rXdout
B = diag (S{/} ) V5 e R @

Wwres — U[r:] diag (S[T]) ‘/[Z’] c Rdinxdout

In Equation (2)), we have W = W7 4+ AB. During training, W is kept frozen, so the updates of
A and B in the subspace approximate the modification of principle singular value and vectors.

To boost the generalization performance of the model, we utilize the sharpness-aware minimization
(SAM) [96] to update A and B. Specifically, we find the worst-case perturbation 04 and dp in the
neighborhood of A and B by gradient ascent. d 4 is calculated by the following equation where M is
the size of query set and 7; depicts the size of the neighbourhood. é 5 can be calculated similarly.

1]%

oa=m" i D VaL(fwres1a (S, 23%),y,)) 3

g=1

Here, we omit other parameters in 6 for notation simplicity. We then use the gradient based on the
worst-case neighborhood to update A and B. Given the learning rate 7),, the update rule for A is as
follows. B is updated similarly using the same learning rate.

M
1
AcA-—m D VaAL(fwrertaron (S, 25M), ug)) “4)

q=1

Different from prior adversarial meta-learning works [14} [15]], this paper focuses on improving both
the clean accuracy and cross-domain robustness for few-shot learning [63]. The meta-objective
function of AMT is the combination of both aspects:

L=Lop (fwresyan (S,2q),yq) + Aaav DKL (fwres 1 aB (S,x‘;d“) | fwresran (S,zq)) (5

where Lc g is the original cross-entropy loss, Dk, is the Kullback-Leibler divergence and A4, is
the trade-off coefficient. Note that here we use few-shot task loss instead of global classification loss
in StyleAdv [86]] to generate the adversarial attacks, by which we leverage label randomness to avoid
the potential performance degradation caused by true label leaking effect [62].

4.3 Adaptive Robust LoRAPool

Robust LoRAPool Construction. To simulate various distributional shifts for the unseen tasks, we
adversarially meta-tune P LoRA modules in parallel by Equation (4), each corresponding to a different
robustness level controlled by the size of the adversarial budget, i.e., € in Equation[I] Therefore, we
will obtain a robust LoORAPool composed of P LoRA modules ¢ = [A1By,..., ApBp]. Algorithm
shows our adversarial meta-tuning pipeline.

Test-time Merging. Given several LoRA modules, the challenge in the evaluation time is to
adaptively merge these modules in robust LoRAPool into the pre-trained model to fit the new tasks.
It is commonly assumed in domain generalization that unseen distributions fall within the convex
hull of the training environments [97, 98], so we consider the LoRAs in the pool as the bases and
learn a convex combination adapted to the task at hand.



Algorithm 1 Robust LoRAPools

1: Input: Source training domain D;5°"; pre-trained weight residual matrix W7"°; P sets of attack
configuration candidates;

2: Qutput: Adversarially meta-trained LoRAPool;
3: Initialize adversarial LoRAPool: ¢ = {}
4: for i = 1 to P (in parallel) do
5:  Sample the ¢-th set of ¢;, a; from attack configuration candidates.
6:  Initialize the LoRA parameter AB via Eq. (2);
7:  while not converged do
8: Sample a task 7 = {S, Q} ~ Dy".
9: Generate adversarial query set Qadv = {;r“d“, Yq (11\11 with €;, a; via Eq. H
10: // Perturb Smgular value and vectors
11: 6A :771 Zq lvAﬁ(fW'res+AB(S adv),yq))
12: 5B m - Wi Zq 1vB£(fWres+AB(S Zdv)7yq)>
13: // Update AB via SGD
M adv
14: A A=y 5730 VaL(fwres p(ato0)B(S, 25%), 4g))
M adv
15: B B =137 20—y VBL(fwresra(B+o5) (S 25%),y4))
16:  end while
17 ¢=¢|UAB
18: end for

To estimate the coefficient of this combination, we propose blending intra-class compactness and
inter-class divergence on the support set as the criterion to extract the most discriminative features
for classification. To reduce the computational cost of calculating pair-wise similarity between all
support samples, we leverage the class prototype to approximate the cluster center of each class and
calculate sample-prototype distances. Formally, for the i-th LoRA in the pool and the c-th class out
of the total IV classes, we denote the class prototype as the average of per-class support features
Pic = % Zyszc fyresya, B, (¢s). The intra-class compactness C; and the inter-class divergence V;
are then respectively defined as,

1 NK 1 K N
C; = ﬁ ;’Y (fW“"eSJrAiBi (ﬁs) 7pi,ys) , Vi= ﬁ Zl Zl Y (fW”SJrAiBi (LCS) ) pi,C) (6)
B = CC7£ys

where 7y(+, -) denotes the cosine similarity between two feature vectors. After calculating the intra-
class compactness and inter-class divergence for each LoRA, the merging coefficient (; for each
LoRA module can be estimated as

¢ = Top (exp (=6(1 = (AC = (1 = MV))),
Pk

i1 Topy (exp (=B(1 = (AC' = (1 = N)V))),
where  and ) stand for smooth and balance factors, respectively. The operation Top,, before softmax
refers to selecting the top £k LoRA modules with the largest score and the rest LoRAs are deactivated

for the current task. The merged weight matrix is then calculated as W/ = W"es + Zil (A B;.
To address the issue of interference stemming from redundant components during merging [99], we
introduce singular value trimming, retaining only the largest top-p% singular values and resetting the

rest to zero to obtain the final task-specific weight IW:
W = trim (W) 8)

This design provides high expressiveness and flexibility by specifying suitable LoRAs for novel
tasks, significantly enhancing the model’s adaptation ability to generalize across unseen domains.
Algorithm [2]in the Appendix [A]shows our test-time merging algorithm pipeline.

(N

Network Inference. After obtaining the task-specific feature extractor through test-time merging,
we can employ it directly for inference and perform the nearest-centroid classification [44}12]. To
further improve the few-shot performance in each novel task, our AMT is compatible with other
cutting-edge test-time fine-tuning approaches, and thus we introduce a variant AMT-FT, which allows
for additional full [[12] or efficient [59] fine-tuning.



5 Experiments

We evaluate the effectiveness of the proposed AMT on three cross-domain few-shot image classifica-
tion benchmarks in Section[5.1] Additionally, we present ablation studies in Section[5.2} conduct a
broader analysis in Section[5.3] and compare our approach with other PEFT methods in Section [5.4]

Experimental setup. We evaluate AMT using the large-scale cross-domain few-shot classification
benchmarks Meta-Dataset [16], BSCD-FSL [29] and fine-grained datasets [30].Note that, in the main
experiments, all methods utilize a single model trained on the source domain ImageNet to analyze
the trade-offs between robustness and generalization. The details of each benchmark are described
in Appendix And training and evaluation details are included in Appendix [B.2] We conduct a
comprehensive hyperparameter study in Appendix [H]

Baselines. We adopt the state-of-the-art PMF [12] as the meta-tuning baseline method and use
ATTNSCALE [39] as the baseline for an efficient test-time fine-tuning approach. To evaluate our
approach against previous adversarial few-shot learning methods, we choose StyleAdv [86] as the
representative. All methods employ a Vision Transformer [S0] which is DINO-pretrained [1]] on
ImageNet-1K in our main experiments.

5.1 Comparison with State-Of-The-Art Methods

Clean OOD-FSL. In Table[I] we evaluate AMT on Meta-Dataset to investigate its generalization
performance on OOD few-shot learning problem in both the 5-way 1-shot and 5-shot settings. We
group approaches in two settings. The tuning-free setting does not involve additional training
on the support set. We adaptively merge meta-tuned LoRA into pre-trained models via our non-
parametric test-time merging mechanism and perform prototype-based classification. Aside from
this, the test-time fine-tuning setting allows for training on the support set according to different
fine-tuning methods, such as fine-tuning full parameters [[12] or partial parameters [59]]. Our proposed
method AMT consistently achieves superior performance across all domains in the tuning-free
setting, up to 12.92% on Omniglot, compared with previous state-of-the-art methods. Moreover,
thanks to the flexible design of LoORAPool and the meta-learned well-generalized initialization for
pre-trained models, AMT demonstrates strong compatibility with advanced fine-tuning approaches,
further boosting few-shot learning performance, with the improvements of 3.92% and 4.3% over
PMF [12] and ATTNSCALE [59], respectively. Notably, unlike previous StyleAdv [86]], our robust
generalization improvement does not sacrifice the in-domain clean accuracy. We attribute this to
our adaptive robust LoORAPool design, which completely inherits the pre-trained knowledge and
performs customization by injecting discriminative information for unseen tasks. We take a further
comparative analysis on BSCD-FSL [29] and fine-grained dataset [30] in Table E] and under the
variable-way-variable-shot setting in Table [I8of Appendix [K] The overall performance improvement
demonstrates the effectiveness of our method.

Adversarial OOD-FSL. We evaluate adversarial robustness under distribution shifts for previous
state-of-the-art methods using the PGD-10 attack [13]] in Table E} We observe that the naturally
trained meta-tuning method PM [12] is not adversarially robust. The style adversarial attack method
StyleAdv [186]] is also highly vulnerable to adversarial attacks in most domains and sacrifices nearly
seven percentage points in-domain performance. In contrast, our method AMT consistently outper-
forms previous state-of-the-art methods by a wide margin in terms of both in-domain and out-of-
domain robust accuracy, achieving up to 49.72% on Omniglot. Additionally, our method AMT-FT
exhibits synergy with the adversarial test-time fine-tuning strategy, further boosting the in-domain
and out-of-domain few-shot adversarial robustness. To take a step further, we measure adversarial
robustness against AutoAttack [[100] and unseen attacks under distribution shifts in Table @] and
Table [20] of Appendix [M] respectively. The results indicate that AMT consistently boosts adversarial
generalization across domains. Intriguingly, as shown in Figure ] of Appendix[L] AMT can also han-
dle natural corruptions under distribution shifts. As a whole, AMT improves the trade-offs between
adversarial robustness and clean accuracy [68} 63], as well as between ID and OOD generalization [3].

5.2 Ablation Study

Component Analysis. In Table[d, we demonstrate the effectiveness of various components in our
method: adversarial perturbation on query images and singular values and vectors, robust LoRAPool,
test-time merging, and singular value trimming. For the method incorporating adversarial perturbation



Table 1: Few-shot classification clean accuracy (%) on Meta-Dataset benchmark [16] in the 5-way 1-shot
and 5-shot settings. We report the average accuracy in each domain for all methods. TTF: test-time fine-tuning,
Avg.: Average. Bold entries indicate the best for each task configuration.

} | In-d in | Out-of-d |

I-shot ‘B“kb"““ TTF | TmageNet [ Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO| A&
PM [12] ViTsmall | - | 6507 | 5903 3813 7618 6156 5729 5603 8041 5517 5442 | 60.35
StyleAdv [86] ViTsmall | - | 5610 | 6225 4038 6662 5504 5793 5319 8110 5420 48.08 | 57.58
AMT ViTsmall | - | 6880 | 7195 4290 7995 6299 59.62 59.06 8537 6378 5714 | 65.16
PMF [12] ViTsmall | Y | 6507 | 7152 3867 7615 61.62 5982 5603 8041 5971 5441 | 62.34
PMF+AMT-FT ViTsmall | Y | 6880 | 77.83 4290 7995 6377 6372 5906 8537 6387 5737 | 6626
ATTNSCALE [59] ViTsmall | Y | 63.66 | 7251 4009 73.50 6104 6026 5488 8252 5991 55.10 | 62.36
ATTNSCALE+AMT-FT | Vilsmall | Y | 6880 | 7943 4290 7995 6308 6566 59.06 8537 6413 5824 | 66.66
’ | In-d in | Out-of-d |

S-shot ‘B“kb"“e TTF | TmageNet | Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO| &
PM [12] ViTsmall | - | 8071 | 7877 5656 9223 7992 7616 7698 9661 7466 7177 | 7844
StyleAdv [86] ViTsmall | - | 7451 | 8022 5878 87.60 7867 7557 7380 9618 71.99 6393 | 76.12
AMT ViTsmall | - | 8135 | 8847 6173 9312 8034 7959 80.04 9699 8085 74.56 | 81.70
PME [12] ViTsmall | Y | 7992 | 9354 6745 9222 80.86 81.64 7725 9661 87.68 7533 | 8325
PMF+AMT-FT Vilsmall | Y | 8LSI | 9489 67.99 9323 8041 8302 7976 9693 8937 7620 | 84.33
ATTNSCALE [59 Vilsmall | Y | 7930 | 9348 6942 0049 8104 82.66 7744 9651 8978 7648 | 83.66
ATTNSCALE+AMT-FT | ViT-small | Y | 8157 | 9574 6947 9325 8096 8387 7828 9699 93.10 77.39 | 85.06

Table 2: Few-shot classification clean accuracy (%) on BSCD-FSL [29] and fine-grained datasets [30] in
the 5-way 1-shot and 5-shot settings. We report the average accuracy and 95% confidence interval in each
domain for all methods. TTF: test-time fine-tuning. Avg.: Average. Bold entries indicate the best for each task
configuration. Rows with T indicate results from [86]]. Other results are based on our implementations.

1-shot | Backbone | TTF |  ChestX ISIC EuroSAT ~ CropDisease | CUB Cars Places Plantae | Avg.
PM [12 ViT-small - 22.74 £040 33.72 £0.60 72.94 +0.77 81.04+0.85 | 83.53 +0.86 42.10 +0.80 71.66 +0.88 59.04+0.89 | 58.35
StyleAdvT 186/ ViT-small - 22924032 33.05+044 72.154+0.65 81.2240.61 | 84.01+0.58 40.48+0.57 72.644+0.67 55.5240.66 | 57.75
AMT ViT-small - 22394039 33.92 +0.58 73.52+0.84 82.04 +0.80 | 84.34 +0.83 44.33 +0.81 73.78+0.87 59.32 40.94 | 59.21
PMF [12] ViT-small Y 21.734+030 30.36+036 70.7440.63  80.79+0.62 | 78.134+0.66 37.24+0.57 71.11+£0.71 53.60+0.66 | 55.46
S[yleAdv-FTT [86] | ViT-small Y 22924032 33994046 74.93+058 84.1140.57 | 84.01+0.58 40.48+0.57 72.64+0.67 55.52+0.66 | 58.57
AMT-FT ViT-small | Y | 23.23+040 33.95+0.63 73.95+078 82.04+08 | 84.34+0.83 46.06 +-0.80 73.83+0.89 59.32 +0.94 | 59.59
5-shot | Backbone | TTF |  ChestX ISIC EuroSAT ~ CropDisease | CUB Cars Places Plantae | Avg.
PM [12] ViT-small - 26.61 £043 47.60 £0.57 89.194+0.41 93.90+046 | 95.01 +0.40 63.44+0.81 88.73+0.51 78.31+0.71 | 72.85
S[yleAdvf 186/ ViT-small - 26974033 47.734044 88.57+034 94.854+0.31 | 95.82+027 61.73+£0.62 88.33+£040 75.55+0.54 | 72.44
AMT ViT-small - | 27.54 £045 50.22+0.63 88.38 £:048 94.67 £0.40 | 94.86+0.39 62.94+0.82 88.88+0.51 79.32+0.7 | 73.35
PMF' [12] ViT-small Y 27.27 50.12 85.98 92.96 - - - - -

PMF [12] ViT-small Y 26.174045 50.32 £0.63 89.97+040 94.77 £0.41 | 95.10+042 65.76+0.84 89.02+0.53 79.93+0.64 | 73.88
Sty]cAdv-FTT [86] | ViT-small | Y | 26.97+033 51.23+051 90.12+033  95.99+0.27 | 95.82+0.27 66.024+0.64 88.33+0.40 78.0140.54 | 74.06
AMT-FT ViT-small Y |27.54 +045 51.56+0.68 90.62+0.40 94.67 £040 | 95.21 +039 67.18+0.79 89.22+0.50 80.36 +-0.64 | 74.54

on query images, we randomly sample the attack budget from attack configuration candidates used in
training the robust LoORAPool. We find that this strategy improves OOD generalization but sacrifices
in-domain accuracy. For the method without test-time merging, we adaptively determine the suitable
LoRA in the pool based on the minimum cross-entropy loss observed in the support set. Relying
solely on minimizing the cross-entropy loss on the support set can lead to overfitting, particularly
on Omniglot and Traffic Sign, which have a large domain gap relative to the source domain. The
degraded overall performance when removing adversarial perturbations on singular values and vectors,
regardless of whether we use test-time merging strategy, verifies the role of our double-perturbation
mechanism for effective robust generalization enhancement.

Effectiveness of Adversarial Perturbation on Singular Value and Vectors. To demonstrate the
benefits of our adversarial attack strategy, we further compare AMT against the variant removing the
adversarial perturbations on singular values and vectors, as shown in Figure 2] We find that our AMT
can significantly amplify the magnitude of the top singular values for FEN layers (see Figure 3]in
Appendix [D|for MHA layers). We argue that the double adversarial perturbation explicitly forces
the model to focus more on the most critical components, thereby enhancing its resilience against
worst-case scenarios during meta-tuning. Therefore, this improves the model’s robust generalization
capability, allowing it to adapt more effectively to novel downstream tasks across diverse domains.

Different Pool Designs and Adversarial Perturbation Strategies. As shown in Table [§|of Ap-
pendix |G] the proposed robust LoRAPool with perturbation-specific parameters effectively avoids
interference between different attacks and significantly enhances the out-of-domain generalization



Table 3: Few-shot classification adversarial robust accuracy on Meta-Dataset in the 5-way 1-shot
and 5-shot settings. Adv. TTF: adversarial test-time fine-tuning.

Adyv. | In-domain Out-of-domain

I-shot TTF [ TmageNet | Omglof Acrafi CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO| V&
PM [12] - 23.22 7.74 5.37 2238 25.39 1.11 1279 2499 223 10.20 | 13.54
StyleAdv [86] | - 16.76 15.25 595 17770 25775 143 1478 30.75 3.07 9.63 |14.11
AMT - 33.70 42.19 11.72 32.05 3247 2745 19.74 41.12 22.79 17.67 | 28.09
PMF [12] Y 23.22 31.77 18.35 22.65 2539 3099 2320 3893 25.860 23.69 |26.41
AMT-FT Y 33.70 42.19 2040 3492 3247 3749 20.10 41.12 32.75 22.70 | 31.78
5-shot Ady. | In-domain Out-of-domain Av
TTF | ImageNet | Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO g
PM [12] - 36.12 15.29 8.22 4193 40.56 2.53 23.14 4527 432 17.75 | 23.51
StyleAdv [86] | - 29.76 25.35 891 3406 4022 198 2399 50.66 503 15.89 |23.59
AMT - 44.69 65.01 2510 58.51 47.82 41.72 37.70 68.54 3341 29.84 |45.23
PMF [12] Y 36.12 38.43 21.07 4193 40.56 36.51 26.72 49.83 29.89 2647 |34.75
AMT-FT Y 49.62 68.62 27.26 59.37 47.82 60.62 37.70 72.06 52.70 37.44 |51.32

Table 4: Component ablation studies on Meta-Dataset in the 5-way 1-shot setting. APQ: adversarial
perturbation on query set, APSV: adversarial perturbation on singular values and vectors, RLP:
Robust LoRAPool, TTM: test-time merging, STr: singular value trimming.

| In-domain | Out-of-domain ‘

APQ APSV RLP TTM STr INet [Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO|

Avg.

\
X X X X X 65.07 59.03 38.13 76.18 61.56 57.29 56.03 80.41 55.17 54.42 |60.35
4 X X X X 64.57 62.47 3853 76.23 60.47 57.97 56.22 81.72 57.04 53.96 |60.92
4 X 4 v X 65.56 63.92 39.74 76.06 61.73 58.64 5599 8093 56.96 54.28 |61.38
v X v v 7/ 64.95 70.80 40.55 75.19 60.73 59.66 56.92 83.63 57.66 56.04 |62.61
v v 4 X X 67.95 62.16 39.13 79.27 61.77 58.75 56.59 79.74 5545 54.63 |61.54
4 v v v X 68.46 65.75 42.63 7943 63.10 58.23 55.69 78.93 63.67 56.28 |63.22
v v v /o /| 6880 | 7195 4290 79.95 62.99 59.62 59.06 85.37 63.78 57.14 |65.16

without in-domain compromise. Furthermore, we compare with SAM [96]] and the original LoRA
initialization [25]] in Table 0] and Table [I0]of Appendix |G| where the superior performance validates
the efficacy of our adversarial singular value and vector perturbations in boosting the model’s gen-
eralization capability. See Appendix [G]for more details. Moreover, in Table[T6]of Appendix [l we
observe that the simple pixel-level adversarial attacks can effectively simulate larger domain shifts
than static data augmentation [101]] and achieve comparable or superior generalization improvements
compared to the learnable adversarial transformation method [102].

5.3 More Analysis

Alternative Test-time Merging Strategies. Before finalizing our test-time merging mechanism, we
experimented with various design choices. The first idea involves employing a parametric linear
classifier to evaluate the compatibility of LoRAs with novel tasks, similar to FLUTE [33]]. To train
the classifier, we input a batch of adversarial samples, each generated by attacking a different robust
LoRA within the pool, to estimate which LoRA generated it. The classifier’s mean output on the
support set serves as the merging coefficients for a novel task. Additionally, we explored simply
averaging LoRA weights or logits, similar to model soups [103]]. Appendix [E] Table [6] compares
these alternative strategies using the robust LoORAPool. We see that our AMT, with the introduced
intra-class compactness and inter-class divergence criteria, achieves superior overall generalization.
In contrast, the linear classifier may not accurately indicate the robustness level of adversarial
perturbations based on semantic characteristics. Though logit averaging demonstrates comparable
performance, it requires storing all LoRA parameters for extracting query features on each task.
Our method merges the LoRAPool into the pre-trained model for adaptation on the support set,
maintaining the same amount of parameters for query feature extraction as the baselines [12}59].

Compatibility with Other Pre-training Methods. We evaluate the effectiveness of our AMT across
different pre-training regimes on the Meta-Dataset. Previous state-of-the-art methods [[12} 58} 159]
employ DINO [1] pre-training on ImageNet, which utilizes the class token for self-distillation learning.
We choose iBOT [2] as the representative approach using patch reconstruction as a proxy task for



w/o Singular Value Perturbation
w/ Singular Value Perturbation

Accuracy(%)
%
Top Singular Value

s s N s o o o
s & & & 3§ SR s S &

& & « & <« S o IS & Layer
& & ¥ & & & f Laye

L4 «
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Figure 2: Effectiveness of the adversarial perturbation on singular values and vectors. The
accuracy on Meta-Dataset in the 5-way 1-shot is reported.

self-supervised pre-training, DelT [104] for supervised pre-training with strong regularizations and
AdvPre [28] for adversarial pre-training. As shown in Table [7]of Appendix[F] AMT achieves average
performance improvements of 5.97%, 4.58%, 6.41% and 6.36% over DINO, iBOT, DelT and AdvPre,
respectively, demonstrating its effectiveness across supervised, self-supervised and robust pre-training
methods. Intriguingly, we find that AMT significantly enhances the compromised in-domain clean
accuracy for the adversarially robust model [28]], even outperforming clean pre-trained models.

5.4 Comparison with Other Parameter-Efficient Fine-Tuning Methods

We compare AMT with other parameter-efficient fine-tuning methods in Table [I7] of Appendix [J}
We observe that single Adapter-based and LoRA-based methods achieve comparable performance
in adversarial meta-tuning and outperform full-model and FiLM-based meta-tuning. Besides, the
superiority of the FiLM/Adapter Pool over the FiLM/Adapter signifies that our adversarial pool
design contributes to the OOD performance without compromising in-domain accuracy. Also, our
approach, which incorporates additional perturbation in singular values/vectors and non-parametric
test-time merging mechanism utilizing the criteria (i.e., Algorithm2)) that adaptively integrates the
LoRAPool into pre-trained weights, enjoys significant performance improvement over FiLM/Adapter
Pool. Moreover, unlike the FLUTE-style test-time fine-tuning strategy that requires further tuning
of pool components, our framework shows better compatibility with different test-time fine-tuning
approaches, including LoRA tuning, full fine-tuning [12]], and attention scaling [59]. More details are
included in Appendix I}

6 Conclusions and Limitations

This paper introduces AMT employing adversarial meta-tuning to augment the robust generalization
for pre-trained vision transformers. Upon generated adversarial query images at various robustness
levels, we perturb the singular values and vectors to explicitly reinforce the principal components and
maintain a robust LoORAPool containing perturbation-specific low-rank updates. The discriminative
meta-updated components in the pool are adaptively selected and merged for customizing the
model to adapt to novel tasks through a non-parametric test-time merging mechanism. Extensive
experiments have demonstrated that AMT with substantial improvements in robust generalization sets
new benchmarks in out-of-domain few-shot image classification tasks. Our analysis also contributes
to the deeper understanding of adversarial training advancement in the few-shot setting.

Although LoRAPool has demonstrated effectiveness across different datasets and tasks, one limitation
is the need for manual setting of the adversarial budget, particularly the size €, for each module.
Furthermore, our exploration has been limited to adversarial budgets containing [, bounded per-
turbations, potentially restricting the ability of our method to model various types of distributional
shifts. In our future work, we aim to address these limitations by expanding our exploration to include
different types of adversarial perturbations and enhancing the adaptability of our method based on
the specific dataset used in meta-tuning.
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Mixture of Adversarial LoRAs: Boosting Robust Generalization in
Meta-tuning
-Supplementary Material-
A Algorithm of Test-time merging

The complete algorithm of our test-time merging mechanism is presented in Algorithm 2]

Algorithm 2 Test-Time Merging

1: Input: Support set of meta-test task S = {xf, y7 }fvjf

adaptive robust LoRAPool ¢ = [A1By,..., ApBp]

fori=1,..., P (in parallel) do
// Calculate the intra-class compactness
NK
C; = NilK s=17 (fWT€S+AiBi (.TS) ; pys)
// Calculate the inter-class divergence

K N
Vi= NilK Zs:l ZCC;Z} Y (fWTCS+AiBi (J’JS) 7pc)
end for ‘
(; = —RoRe(exp(-A1-(AC—(1-NV))),
! i1 Top, (exp(—B(1-(AC—(1-N)V)));
Wl == W/I‘CS + Zil C?,AlBl
// Singular Value Trimming

L

W = trim (W)

pre-trained residual weight matrix /7%,

e A R ol

—_ =
= e

B Setup for Cross-Domain Few-Shot Evaluation

B.1 Datasets Used for Benchmarks

Meta-Dataset [16] is a more challenging and realistic large-scale benchmark consisting of ten image
datasets including ImageNet, Omniglot, Aircraft, CUB, DTD, QuickDraw, Fungi, VGG Flower,
Traffic Signs, and MSCOCO, each with specified training, validation and test splits. In this paper, we
utilize the ImageNet training split as the single source domain for meta-training while employing the
test splits of all datasets for meta-testing. We refer to [[16] for an in-depth exploration of Meta-Dataset.

BSCD-FSL [29] consists of four datasets from different domains: CropDisease, EuroSAT, ISIC, and
ChestX, covering plant disease images, satellite pictures, human skin lesions, and X-Ray images. We
follow [29]] for the dataset split.

Fine-Grained Datasets [30]] includes four additional commonly used datasets in CD-FSL: CUB,
Car, Plantae, and Places, which contain birds, cars, plant and scene images and fine-grained classes.
We follow the splitting procedure of previous methods [30, 186]. We refer to [30, [105]] for a more
detailed description of each dataset.

B.2 TImplementation Details

We follow the pipeline delineated by PMF [12] and use the same DINO pre-training checkpoint [1]] for
our AMT and all baselines in main experiments. We perform adversarial meta-tuning on the ImageNet
training split following the Meta-Dataset protocal [[16]. The SGD optimizer with a momentum of 0.9
and a cosine-decayed learning rate 1), starting at 5 x 10~4 are adopted. Training is conducted for
a maximum of 30 epochs, with a 5-epoch warming-up stage. The loss trade-off coefficient A4, is
set to 6. The input image size is 128 x 128 as per PMF [12]. The pre-trained model is kept frozen
while each LoRA is meta-updated to construct the robust LoORAPool. We use a pool of size P = 4
and a LoRA rank of r» = 8, choosing the top 2 from the pool for merging at test time. Following
the state-of-the-art method PMF [12]], we sample five tasks from each domain as the validation set
for hyperparameter selection. The adversarial query set is generated using untargeted weak and
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strong patch perturbations [[74] with [..-bounded budgets e € {0.01/255,0.1/255,6/255,8/255}
in 2 steps, and a step size of a € {%, 1—50} The size of the neighborhood 7, is set to 1le — 4 for
adversarial perturbation on singular values and vectors. We search domain-wise hyperparameters on
the validation set, including A in the range of [0, 1], 8 in the range of [1,12], and p in the range of
[0, 1]. The experiments were conducted on one NVIDIA A6000 GPU.

B.3 Evaluation Metric

Clean Few-shot Classification Accuracy. We compute the average accuracy on the query set
across 600 randomly sampled few-shot classification tasks from the test set of each dataset on three
benchmarks.

Adversarial Few-shot Classification Accuracy. To evaluate adversarial robustness, we calculate the
adversarial accuracy of the query set over 600 few-shot classification tasks. For each task, we generate
adversarial examples by employing the PGD-10 attack with [,-bounded budgets ¢ = 4.5/255 and a

. e .
step size a = {5 on clean images.

C Mathimatical Symbols

Table 5: Meaning of Math Symbols and First Appearance

Symbol Meaning First Appearance
DES Source training dataset Sec. |3
Dprsee™ - Unseen target datasets Sec.
T Task/Episode Sec.
S Support set Sec.
Q Query set Sec.
K Number of images per category in the support set ~ Sec.
N Number of categories Sec.
M Number of images in the query set Sec.
0 Pre-trained weight parameters Sec.
W Pre-trained weight matrix Sec.
r Rank of weight matrix Sec.
A, B Low-rank adaptors Sec.
€ Perturbation budget Sec.
« Perturbation step size Sec.
) Adpversarial perturbation on images Sec.
d4,0p Adversarial perturbation on low-rank adaptors Sec.
m Size of the neighbourhood Sec.
N Learning rate Sec.
U,v Singular vectors Sec.
S Singular values Sec.
wres  Residual weight matrix Sec.
Log Cross-Entropy loss Sec.
Dxr, Kullback-Leibler divergence Sec.
Aado Loss function trade-off coefficient Sec.
10) Robust LoRAPool Sec.
Pc Class prototype Sec.
C Intra-class compactness Sec.
V Inter-class divergence Sec.
B, A Smooth and balance factors Sec.
¢ Test-time merging coefficient Sec.
P Singular value retaining ratio Sec.
w’ Task-specific weights after test-time merging Sec.
W Task-specific weights after singular value trimming Sec. 4.3
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D More Analysis on Changes in Singular Values

Figure [3] shows the change in top singular values of the projection weight matrix across multi-head
self-attention layers. It can be observed that our adversarial double-perturbation strategy can help
the model learn to strengthen its principal components to defend against the strongest attacks during
meta-tuning and thus improve generalization and robustness.

Multi-Head Self-Attention

w/o Singular Value Perturbation
144 w/ Singular Value Perturbation

1.21

-
=)

Top Singular Value

0.4

0.24

0.0

Layer

Figure 3: Changes in top singular values of MHA across layers

E Results of Alternative Test-time Merging Strategies

We compare alternative test-time merging strategies using the robust LoRAPool in Table[6] We find
that our method outperforms other alternative approaches.

Table 6: Comparison of AMT with the alternative merging strategies on Meta-Dataset in the
5-way 1-shot setting.

In-domain Out-of-domain
INet Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO| Avg
Weight Average 63.96 64.49 40.57 7423 59.99 57.36 55.73 80.50 59.87 53.04 |60.97

Merging Strategies

Logit Average 65.84 66.05 40.70 78.72 60.79 59.02 57.42 82.41 5841 55.09 |62.44
Linear classifier 67.22 64.60 37.99 77.96 62.65 57.11 56.62 80.23 58.36 56.10 |61.89
AMT 68.46 65.75 42.63 79.43 63.10 58.23 55.69 7893 63.67 56.28 |63.22

F Results With Other Pre-traing Methods

We evaluate the effectiveness of our AMT for other pre-training regimes on Meta-Dataset in Table 7]
The results show that AMT achieves consistent performance improvements for various supervised,
self-supervised and robust pre-training methods.

G More Ablation Studies of AMT

Our AMT equips a pre-trained model with a pool of adversarially meta-tuned LoRAs at varying levels
of adversarial perturbation to boost the robust generalization of pre-trained models in out-of-domain

20



Table 7: The compatibility of AMT with other pre-training methods on Meta-Dataset in the 5-way
1-shot setting. All methods employ the ViT-Small architecture.

Method In-domain Out-of-domain Av
INet Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO &
DINO [1] 62.91 59.13  37.11 73.59 60.67 57.57 54.88 78.40 53.62 53.98 |59.19

DINO+AMT 68.80 71.95 4290 79.95 62.99 59.62 59.06 85.37 63.78 57.14 |65.16

A +5.80 | +12.82 +5.79 +6.36 +2.32 +2.05 +4.18 +6.97 +10.16 +3.16 |+5.97
iBOT [2] 65.09 61.57 3540 70.85 60.36 57.37 5447 78.04 55.00 55.00 |59.32
iBOT+AMT 69.95 69.89 38.84 79.96 61.65 6235 58.34 79.67 61.88 56.49 |63.90
A +4.86 +8.32 +3.44 49.11 +1.29 +4.98 +3.87 +1.63 +6.88 +1.49 |+4.58

DelT [104] 74.23 57.32 3520 69.36 51.73 56.08 45.52 64.31 53.82 54.64 |56.22
DelT+AMT 81.11 65.50 38.36 75.80 56.53 62.16 53.19 76.09 58.98 58.57 |62.63
A +6.88 +8.18 +3.16 +6.44 +4.80 +6.08 +7.67 +11.78 +5.16 +3.93 |+6.41

AdvPre [28] 58.59 69.40 3397 61.71 46.41 61.69 4551 68.18 50.03 52.62 |54.81
AdvPre+AMT | 73.35 73.72 37.16 69.79 52.41 63.87 4991 75.62 59.69 56.16 |61.17
A +14.76 | +4.32 +3.19 +8.08 +6.00 +2.18 +4.40 +7.44 +9.66 +3.54 |+6.36

few-shot learning. Thus, we perform more ablation studies on LoRAPool design and adversarial
singular value and vector perturbations.

Different designs of robust LoRAPool. We first adopt the uniform strategy to use the average
attack strength (¢ = 3.5) of AMT’s candidate configurations. Also, we develop a variant, coined
random strategy, to randomly sample one attack budget e for each training task from the same attack
pool of candidate configurations. For a fair comparison with AMT, we meta-tune 4 LoRAs with
different seeds for both the uniform and random strategies. The results are given in Table [§] We
notice that the proposed robust LoORAPool with perturbation-specific parameters effectively avoids
interference between different attacks and significantly enhances the out-of-domain generalization
without in-domain compromise.

Table 8: The influence of attack pool strategy on Meta-Dataset in the 5-way 1-shot setting. Bold
entries indicate the best for each task dataset.

Method | In-domain | Out-of-domain \ Av

| ImageNet | Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO | &
Uniform LoRAPool 63.12 7328 4245 7359 59.21 6022 5391 80.77 5947 54.04 |62.01
Random LoRAPool 64.30 7228 43.05 79.03 58.75 6031 57.15 84.02 60.01 58.07 |63.70
Separate LoRAPool 68.80 71.95 4290 17995 6299 59.62 59.06 8537 63.78 57.14 |65.16

Different perturbation strategies. Unlike SAM [96], which employs clean examples and perturbs
the weight matrices, our method applies adversarial perturbation in the spectral space, specifically
targeting singular values and vectors. The results, reported in Table 0] show that AMT outperforms
SAM by an average of 1.56%, substantiating the effectiveness of our adversarial perturbation strategy.
We additionally compare AMT initialization against the original LoRA initialization, for which we
introduce adversarial perturbations in the weight space. The superior performance, as shown in
Table[I0] further validates that the efficacy of our adversarial singular value and vector perturbations
in boosting the model’s generalization capability.

Table 9: Comparison with SAM [96] for the perturbation input and space on Meta-Dataset in the
5-way 1-shot setting. Bold entries indicate the best for each task dataset.

Method Input Space | In-domain | Out-of-domain | Av
P PA€ TmageNet | Omglot Acraft CUB DID QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO | ‘&
SAM [96] clean Weight

66.50 ‘71.58 42779 79.83 62.15 59.55 59.18 8048 56.73 57.18 | 63.60

AMT adversarial Spectral 68.80 71.95 4290 7995 6299 59.62 59.06 8537 63.78 57.14 |65.16
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Table 10: The influence of adversarial perturbation space on Meta-Dataset in the 5-way 1-shot
setting. Bold entries indicate the best for each task dataset.

| In-domain | Out-of-domain \ Av
| ImageNet | Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO | &

7176 4290 79.94 6220 60.09 59.31 8092 56.70 57.33 |63.84
7195 4290 7995 6299 59.62 59.06 8537 63.78 57.14 |65.16

Method

67.26
68.80

LoRA initialization
AMT initialization

Table 11: The influence of loss trade-off coefficient \,;, on Meta-Dataset in the 5-way 1-shot
setting. Bold entries indicate the best for each task dataset. * denotes our choice.

(a) Clean Few-shot Accuracy

A In-domain Out-of-domain Av
2dv "TmageNet | Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO &
0 68.50 7095 41.53 79.74 62.02 59.29 59.11 84.72 56.14 56.57 |63.85
6" 68.80 7195 4290 79.95 6299 59.62 59.06 85.37 63.78 57.14 |65.16
8 67.51 7223 42,69 79.02 62.63 59.97 5892 78.10 61.30 57.17 |63.96
(b) Adversarial Few-shot Accuracy
A In-domain Out-of-domain Av
24 "TmageNet | Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO &
0 22.00 1258 535 21.15 2296 1.74 1091 30.66 186 8.77 |13.80
6" 33.70 4219  11.72 32.05 3247 2745 19.74 41.12 2279 17.67 |28.09
8 31.85 54.77 21.19 34.85 3420 39.97 26.09 54.79 37.61 24.15 |35.95

H Hyper-parameter Studies of AMT

The robust LoRAPool in AMT provides the flexibility to adjust the trade-offs between adversarial
robustness and clean accuracy by modifying the pool components. In Table[IT] we conduct additional
experiments to highlight this benefit, using different values of \,4,. The results reveal that A\, 4, can
be used to tune LoRAPool’s preference towards either clean or adversarial environments.

To analyze the impact of key hyper-parameters, we conduct experiments with various hyper-parameter
values, yielding several noteworthy observations. The results in Table[I2]and [I3]|suggest that our
model is relatively insensitive to the rank of LoRA and the number of attack steps. Also, the results in
Table [I3]justify our choice of top-2. Furthermore, as shown in Table [I4] varying the pool size P and
the mean and variance statistics of perturbation budget candidates ¢ demonstrates that a sufficiently
diverse but large pool improves performance.

Table 12: The influence of LoRA rank r on Meta-Dataset in the 5-way 1-shot setting. Bold entries
indicate the best for each task dataset. * denotes our choice.

r In-domain Out-of-domain Av
ImageNet | Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO &
4 68.55 7194 4241 79.69 62.16 6091 59.27 8438 63.13 57.72 |65.02

8* 68.80 7195 4290 7995 6299 59.62 59.06 8537 63.78 57.14 |65.16
16 68.22 72.15 4334 7998 6243 60.86 56.64 83.67 6297 57.13 |64.74
32 68.29 7196  43.00 81.11 63.07 61.03 59.56 80.50 63.29 57.83 |64.96
64 67.39 7220  43.15 81.21 6298 60.56 56.74 83.54 6290 57.13 |64.78
128 68.35 7226 4274 8133 63.43 60.62 56.70 83.86 6325 57.09 |64.96

I Comparison with Other Data Augmentation Techniques

Our AMT constructs the robust LoRAPool with adaptive test-time merging to boost the robust
generalization of pre-trained vision transformers in out-of-domain few-shot learning. In this context,
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Table 13: The influence of the number of attack steps on Meta-Dataset in the 5-way 1-shot setting.
Bold entries indicate the best for each task dataset. * denotes our choice.

Number | [i-domain | Out-of-domain | a
| TmageNet | Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO | g

1 68.06 73.04 4222 79.73 6222 60.68 59.21 8280 61.69 56.70 | 64.64
2% 68.80 7195 4290 7995 62.99 59.62 59.06 8537 63.78 57.14 |65.16

Table 14: The influence of the pool size P and diversity on Meta-Dataset in the 5-way 1-shot
setting. Bold entries indicate the best for each task dataset. * denotes our choice.

| In-domain Out-of-domain | A
| TmageNet | Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO | Ve

P | e mean e variance

1 3.50 0 58.80 67.50 39.63 6430 54.16 59.54 51.87 7832 6044 50.85 |58.54
2 3.05 8.70 65.54 72.62 4339 7642 62.54 59.69 5581 8294 5951 56.20 |63.48
3 2.04 7.86 67.60 7239  43.14 79.56 60.68 60.62 56.86 85.08 63.88 56.37 |64.62
4* | 353 12.56 68.80 7195 4290 7995 6299 59.62 59.06 8537 63.78 57.14 |65.16
5 3.52 10.05 67.18 7126 4276 80.32 63.00 61.54 5853 8256 61.71 57.32 |64.62
6 4.02 11.85 65.73 71.48 4253 7399 60.87 59.84 5546 85.18 60.67 5593 |63.17

Table 15: The influence of top-% on Meta-Dataset in the 5-way 1-shot setting. Bold entries indicate
the best for each task dataset. * denotes our choice.

top-k | In-domain | Out-of-domain | Avg

| ImageNet | Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO | ’
1 67.70 7096 4159 7722 62.15 61.05 5458 81.60 5824 55.68 |63.08
2 68.80 7195 4290 79.95 6299 59.62 59.06 8537 63.78 57.14 |65.16
3 68.29 73.11 4293 80.25 62.73 60.56 58.03 8294 61.61 57.39 |64.78
4 65.97 71.89 42,65 78.50 61.80 60.12 5743 84.84 61.83 57.38 |64.24

we use adversarial attacks, characterized by the size of the perturbation budget, to mimic different
distributional shifts and meta-tune diverse LoRAs. The experiments in the main paper demonstrate
the effectiveness of using adversarial training. In this section, we compare AMT with other data
augmentation methods using a single LoRA (P = 1) for meta-tuning. Specifically, for ALT [102]],
we employ a learnable adversarial transformation network consisting of 5 convolutional layers with a
kernel size of 3 and LeakyReLU activation. The adversarial learning rate was set to 5 x 10>, with 10
adversarial steps. For the method leveraging an attack candidate pool, we randomly select the attack
budget from candidates for each training task, with € values of 8/255, 6/255, 0.1/255, 0.01/255 for
AMT, and step number of 1, 3, 5, 10 for ALT. As shown in Table static data augmentation [101]]
cannot effectively simulate the large domain shifts required for robust generalization across diverse
datasets (e.g., Omniglot). Compared to ALT, our AMT, utilizing only 2 steps of standard pixel-level
adversarial attacks, achieves comparable or superior improvements in generalization for pre-trained
vision transformers on OOD tasks.

Table 16: Comparison with other data augmentation methods on Meta-Dataset in the 5-way
1-shot setting. Single LoRA (P = 1) is used for all methods. Bold entries indicate the best for each
task dataset.

Method | In-domain | Out-of-domain | Av

| TmageNet | Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO | &
RandConv [101] 66.88 60.19 38.09 7637 6336 5571 5570 78.16 57.34 56.53 | 60.83
ALT [102] + RandConv [101] 63.98 63.04 4028 7532 6125 5842 5586 81.84 5855 53.70 |61.22
ALT [102] attack pool + RandConv [101] 64.20 62.18 40.23 76.19 61.55 57.73 56.07 8090 59.59 55.13 |61.38
AMT attack pool 63.91 65.05 3944 7695 5846 5835 56.39 8229 59.56 53.69 |61.41
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J Comparison with Other Parameter-Efficient Fine-Tuning Methods

In this section, we compare AMT with other parameter-efficient fine-tuning methods. For FILM [49],
we implement it after LN layers since there are no BN layers in ViT. We also compare Adapter [91]],
using the default bottleneck size of 64. The attack budget € is randomly sampled from the same
candidate pool as AMT for each training task. As shown in Table single Adapter-based and
LoRA-based methods achieve comparable performance in adversarial meta-tuning and outperform
full and FiLM-based meta-tuning. Regarding the FILM pool [49] and Adapter pool [91], we conduct
additional experiments by setting the pool size to 4 and adopting the same attack pool strategy used in
AMT during adversarial meta-tuning. To estimate the combination coefficients, we follow the method
outlined in FLUTE [32]. Specifically, a classifier is trained in a separate stage to predict which
FiLM or Adapter the input belongs to, taking as input a batch of adversarial examples generated
by attacking different FiLMs or Adapters in the pool. Results show that: 1) The superiority of the
FiLM/Adapter Pool over FILM/Adapter signifies that our adversarial pool design contributes to the
out-of-distribution performance without compromising in-domain accuracy. 2) Our approach, which
incorporates additional perturbation in singular values/vectors and non-parametric test-time merging
mechanism utilizing the criteria (i.e., Algorithm [2)) that adaptively integrates the LoRAPool into
pre-trained weights, enjoys significant performance improvement over FiLM/Adapter Pool. 3) Unlike
the FLUTE-style test-time fine-tuning strategy that requires further tuning of pool components (either
a FiLM or an adapter), our framework shows better compatibility with different test-time fine-tuning
approaches, including LoRA tuning, full fine-tuning [[12], and attention scaling [59].

Table 17: Comparison with other parameter-efficient fine-tuning methods on Meta-Dataset in the
5-way 1-shot setting.

Adversarial Test-Time Test-Time | In-domain | Out-of-d

Meta-tuning Merging Fine-Tuning \ ImageNet \ Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO } Ave.
Full - - 64.31 62.81 3846 7623 6042 5799 5631 81.80 57.31 5422 |60.98
Single FiLM [49] - - 63.23 63.41 37.67 7441 5929 57.60 5523 80.05 58.86 54.57 |60.43
Single Adapter [91 - - 64.68 65.32 3843 7537 59.68 5835 5590 81.69 5831 54.05 |61.18
Single LoRA [25] - - 63.91 65.05 3944 7695 5846 5835 5639 8229 59.56 53.69 |61.41
FiLM Pool classifier FiLM [49] 67.45 65.42 37.58 75.02 62.63 59.22 55.09 79.00 60.40 55.69 |61.75
Adapter Pool classifier Adapter [91 67.48 65.33 3858 80.16 62.76 58.09 57.63 7523 5741 5432 |61.70
LoRAPool criteria - 68.80 7195 4290 7995 6299 59.62 59.06 8537 63.78 57.14 |65.16
LoRAPool criteria LoRA [25 68.80 80.00 4349 7995 6299 59.62 59.06 8537 6642 57.14 |66.28
LoRAPool criteria PMF [12] 68.80 77.83 4290 79.95 63.77 6372 59.06 8537 63.87 57.37 |66.26
LoRAPool criteria. ~ ATTNSCALE [39] 68.80 79.43 4290 7995 63.08 65.66 59.06 8537 64.13 5824 |66.66

K Comparison with the SOTAs in Other Settings on Meta-Dataset

In this section, we demonstrate the effectiveness of the proposed AMT under the variable-way-
variable-shot setting on Meta-Dataset [[16]. Table [I§] presents the results of in-domain and out-of-
domain few-shot classification. AMT achieves state-of-the-art overall performance in both tuning-free
and test-time fine-tuning settings. Notably, it obtains 17.94% accuracy gain (56.91 — 74.85) on
Omniglot tasks, which exhibit a large domain gap from the training distribution. Furthermore, with
a better starting point for the test-time fine-tuning, our method shows it is promising that a plain
fine-tuning approach can achieve competitive performance, even when compared to complex neural
architecture search (NAS) methods, such as NFTS [106].

Table 18: Comparison with SOTA methods on Meta-Dataset in the variable-way-variable-shot
setting. TTF: test-time fine-tuning, Avg.: Average. Bold entries indicate the best for each task
dataset.

| In-domain | Out-of-domain |

Method ‘B“Ckb"“e TTF ~Net  [Omglot Acralt CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO| V&
PM [12] | ViTsmall | - | 74.69 | 5691 60.5 85.04 8421 61.54 5478 94.57 5421 57.35 |68.38
AMT ViTsmall | - | 7572 | 7485 64.87 87.07 8506 66.97 57.58 9551 60.55 58.32 |72.65
PMF [12] ViT-small | Y | 7469 | 80.68 76.78 85.04 86.63 71.25 5478 94.57 88.33 62.57 [77.53
ETT [58] ViTsmall| Y | 674 | 781 799 859 876 713 618 966 851 623 |77.6
NFTS [106] ViTsmall | Y | 710 | 819 83.0 855 87.6 745 622 960 879 626 |79.2
ATTNSCALE [39] | ViT-small | Y - 809 78.8 867 858 744 5901 959 914 619 | 79.4
AMT-FT ViTsmall | Y | 7572 | 8554 80.63 87.07 86.85 75.65 57.58 9626 92.56 64.49 |80.23
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L. Few-shot Robustness against Natural Corruptions Under Distribution
Shifts

We take a step further and investigate few-shot robustness against various types of natural visual
corruptions on out-of-domain datasets, reflecting real-world conditions. We adapt ImageNet-C’s
methodology [[107] to the Meta-Dataset benchmark by applying each category of corruption to 10
datasets. To be specific, we evaluate robustness against 15 common distortions across 4 categories
(noise, blur, weather, and digital-based corruptions) with 5 severity levels. Figure ] shows that our
method AMT consistently outperforms previous counterparts across various common corruptions,
demonstrating superior robustness. The ability of AMT to handle natural corruptions underscores its
potential in practical applications, particularly in environments where robustness to visual corruption
is critical, such as autonomous driving and medical image analysis.
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Figure 4: The robustness averaged over Meta-Dataset datasets of different methods in the 5-way
1-shot setting. Robustness is evaluated against 15 common distortions across four categories with
varying severity levels.

M More Adversarial Robustness Evaluations Under Distribution Shifts

To show the effectiveness of our method for boosting adversarial robustness generalization, we
conduct more robustness evaluations against unseen threat models and the stronger AutoAttack [[100].

M.1 Adversarial Robustness against AutoAttack

To measure adversarial robustness against AutoAttack [100] under distribution shifts, we ground
our method and the baseline on the adversarially pre-trained ViT-Small [28]]. The APGD with cross-
entropy and targeted DLR loss, FAB-attack and the Square Attack are used to generate adversarial
examples on 100 sampled 5-way 1-shot tasks for each dataset. We adopt £,-bounded perturbations
with a radius of e, = 4/255. The results, shown in Table indicate that our method AMT
consistently boosts adversarial generalization across domains, even under the stronger AutoAttack,
improving both in-domain and out-of-domain robust accuracy.

Table 19: Few-shot classification adversarial robust accuracy of AutoAttack [100] on Meta-
Dataset in the 5-way 1-shot setting.

d | In-domain | Out-of-domain

|
mageNet mglot Acraft raw Fungi ower Sign ’
Method |- seNet | Omglof Acrafi CUB DTD QDraw Fungi FI Sign _Coco| A8

PM [12] 29.36 36.52 388 15.06 1420 29.80 3.61 2048 1026 826 |17.14
AMT 39.96 61.48 8.88 24.04 23.12 5148 11.09 44.76 23.20 22.00 | 31.00

M.2 Adversarial Robustness against Unseen Attacks

The robust LoRAPool is constructed by adversarial meta-tuning with /..,-bounded perturbations on
the source domain ImageNet. To evaluate the adversarial generalization against unseen attacks under
distribution shifts, we use the same meta-tuned LoRAPool and employ PGD-10 attacks constrained
by both ¢, and /> norms with varying perturbation budgets €. Specifically, we sample 600 5-way
1-shot tasks for each dataset and generate adversarial examples using 10 steps of PGD with the step
size €/10 for £, and €/8.5 for {5 attacks, respectively. The results, shown in Table demonstrate
that our method, AMT, significantly enhances adversarial robustness against unseen attacks under
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various domains for pre-trained vision transformers. Also, compared with the previous style-based
adversarial few-shoe learning method, StyleAdv [86], our AMT achieves an ¢, and ¢>-robustness
improvement of 14.76% and 13.36% in average without compromising in-domain performance.

Table 20: Few-shot classification adversarial /.., {s-robust accuracy at different radii ¢ on
Meta-Dataset in the 5-way 1-shot setting. The evaluated models are trained on the single source
domain ImageNet. Bold entries indicate the best for each task dataset.

Method In-domain Out-of-domain Av
ImageNet | Omglot Acraft CUB DTD QDraw Fungi Flower Sign COCO &
loo(€co = 8/255)
PM [12] 9.28 0.16 0.50 553 13.77 0.02 3.30 7.65 0.43 3.66 4.43
StyleAdv [86] 5.27 1.20 0.66 361 13.56 0.05 4.12 9.15 0.59 3.34 4.16
AMT 13.75 33.99 5,52 12,52 1991 17,57 792 2135 10.82 6.72 |15.01
loo(€co = 6/255)
PM [12] 15.37 1.34 1.96 12.12 1891 0.20 6.94 1475 1.02 6.52 7.91
StyleAdv [86] 10.47 5.13 236 9.17 1922  0.30 845 1826 143 6.01 8.08
AMT 23.56 43.76 745 2218 25.16 26.69 13.21 33.52 18.52 11.81 |22.59
loo(€co = 4/255)
PM [12] 26.64 9.59 6.84 26.03 27.72 1.71 15.11 2891 289 11.55 |15.70
StyleAdv [86] 19.77 19.02 746 2093 2792 228 17.22 3501 389 11.13 | 1646
AMT 35.03 53,51 1798 37.53 3522 3792 23.66 50.10 29.32 21.58 |34.19
loo(€co = 2/255)
PM [12] 43.37 20.35  18.19 49.61 42.02 14.55 31.05 53.08 10.91 23.27 |30.64
StyleAdv [86] 34.87 3279 19.03 40.64 40.11 17.55 32.02 58.68 13.35 2236 |31.14
AMT 52.36 62.79 29.52 58.70 46.25 50.24 37.28 70.69 44.12 33.15 |48.51
loo(€co = 1/255)
PM [12] 54.19 33.69  26.65 63.37 5090 34.67 4294 6723 25.04 35.81 |43.45
StyleAdv [86] 45.17 42775 2840 5342 4771 36.59 42.08 7092 28.09 3293 |42.81
AMT 59.20 6699 3478 69.36 5297 53.05 46.13 76.53 52.56 44.78 |55.63
l2(e3 = 5)
PM [12] 5.26 0.16 0.17 1.25  9.27 0.09 1.04 3.11 0.22 1.98 2.26
StyleAdv [86] 2.54 0.69 025 0.84 845 0.08 1.60 387 022 1.76 2.03
AMT 7.15 17.60 253 311 1427 17.88 380 12.07 498 3.69 7.71
@2(62 = 3)
PM [12] 13.93 1.49 202 673 17.19 0.56 5.04 11.88 0.89 5.78 6.55
StyleAdv [86] 9.20 4.68 220 637 17.81 0.61 723 1582 130 549 7.07
AMT 18.02 35.84 7.86 14.52 2335 2340 10.61 3273 16.69 10.13 | 19.32
lo(e2 = 2)
PM [12] 24.56 6.54 6.13 1775 2577 192 12.00 2438 242 10.63 |13.21
StyleAdv [86] 18.01 14.32 6.69 1635 26.62 2.19 1541 3176 339 1043 |14.52
AMT 31.52 47.48 16.25 27.61 33.76 35.64 21.68 48.23 27.75 21.98 |31.19
lo(ea = 1)
PM [12] 41.45 18.88  17.14 42.83 40.72 11.72 2843 49.03 9.88 22.18 [28.23
StyleAdv [86] 33.50 31.68 18.23 36.81 39.39 1425 30.58 56.26 12.52 21.63 |29.49
AMT 49.35 59.28 28.39 46.40 4556 4845 3588 66.25 43.32 3593 |45.88
42(62 = 05)
PM [12] 52.67 30.98 2596 60.04 5026 32.08 4143 6527 24.17 3494 |41.78
StyleAdv [86] 44.95 41.73 27774 5133 4734 3466 4128 69.75 27.62 3241 |41.88
AMT 58.78 65.51 33.06 65.31 53.15 5239 4493 77.03 5229 44.79 |54.72
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NeurlIPS Paper Checklist

1. Claims
Question: Do the main claims made in the abstract and introduction accurately reflect the
paper’s contributions and scope?
Answer: [Yes]
Justification: We evaluate the effectiveness of our method on three benchmarks.
Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the abstract and introduction do not include the claims
made in the paper.

* The abstract and/or introduction should clearly state the claims made, including the
contributions made in the paper and important assumptions and limitations. A No or
NA answer to this question will not be perceived well by the reviewers.

* The claims made should match theoretical and experimental results, and reflect how
much the results can be expected to generalize to other settings.

* It is fine to include aspirational goals as motivation as long as it is clear that these goals
are not attained by the paper.

2. Limitations
Question: Does the paper discuss the limitations of the work performed by the authors?
Answer: [Yes]
Justification: See the Section 6] for details.
Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the paper has no limitation while the answer No means that
the paper has limitations, but those are not discussed in the paper.

 The authors are encouraged to create a separate "Limitations" section in their paper.

* The paper should point out any strong assumptions and how robust the results are to
violations of these assumptions (e.g., independence assumptions, noiseless settings,
model well-specification, asymptotic approximations only holding locally). The authors
should reflect on how these assumptions might be violated in practice and what the
implications would be.

¢ The authors should reflect on the scope of the claims made, e.g., if the approach was
only tested on a few datasets or with a few runs. In general, empirical results often
depend on implicit assumptions, which should be articulated.

* The authors should reflect on the factors that influence the performance of the approach.
For example, a facial recognition algorithm may perform poorly when image resolution
is low or images are taken in low lighting. Or a speech-to-text system might not be
used reliably to provide closed captions for online lectures because it fails to handle
technical jargon.

* The authors should discuss the computational efficiency of the proposed algorithms
and how they scale with dataset size.

* If applicable, the authors should discuss possible limitations of their approach to
address problems of privacy and fairness.

* While the authors might fear that complete honesty about limitations might be used by
reviewers as grounds for rejection, a worse outcome might be that reviewers discover
limitations that aren’t acknowledged in the paper. The authors should use their best
judgment and recognize that individual actions in favor of transparency play an impor-
tant role in developing norms that preserve the integrity of the community. Reviewers
will be specifically instructed to not penalize honesty concerning limitations.

3. Theory Assumptions and Proofs
Question: For each theoretical result, does the paper provide the full set of assumptions and
a complete (and correct) proof?
Answer: [NA]
Justification: [TODO]
Guidelines:

» The answer NA means that the paper does not include theoretical results.

 All the theorems, formulas, and proofs in the paper should be numbered and cross-
referenced.

* All assumptions should be clearly stated or referenced in the statement of any theorems.
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* The proofs can either appear in the main paper or the supplemental material, but if
they appear in the supplemental material, the authors are encouraged to provide a short
proof sketch to provide intuition.

¢ Inversely, any informal proof provided in the core of the paper should be complemented
by formal proofs provided in appendix or supplemental material.

* Theorems and Lemmas that the proof relies upon should be properly referenced.

4. Experimental Result Reproducibility
Question: Does the paper fully disclose all the information needed to reproduce the main ex-
perimental results of the paper to the extent that it affects the main claims and/or conclusions
of the paper (regardless of whether the code and data are provided or not)?
Answer: [Yes]
Justification: We elaborate our implementation details and evaluation metrics in Ap-

pendix

Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the paper does not include experiments.
* If the paper includes experiments, a No answer to this question will not be perceived
well by the reviewers: Making the paper reproducible is important, regardless of
whether the code and data are provided or not.
If the contribution is a dataset and/or model, the authors should describe the steps taken
to make their results reproducible or verifiable.
* Depending on the contribution, reproducibility can be accomplished in various ways.
For example, if the contribution is a novel architecture, describing the architecture fully
might suffice, or if the contribution is a specific model and empirical evaluation, it may
be necessary to either make it possible for others to replicate the model with the same
dataset, or provide access to the model. In general. releasing code and data is often
one good way to accomplish this, but reproducibility can also be provided via detailed
instructions for how to replicate the results, access to a hosted model (e.g., in the case
of a large language model), releasing of a model checkpoint, or other means that are
appropriate to the research performed.

While NeurIPS does not require releasing code, the conference does require all submis-

sions to provide some reasonable avenue for reproducibility, which may depend on the

nature of the contribution. For example

(a) If the contribution is primarily a new algorithm, the paper should make it clear how
to reproduce that algorithm.

(b) If the contribution is primarily a new model architecture, the paper should describe
the architecture clearly and fully.

(c) If the contribution is a new model (e.g., a large language model), then there should
either be a way to access this model for reproducing the results or a way to reproduce
the model (e.g., with an open-source dataset or instructions for how to construct
the dataset).

(d) We recognize that reproducibility may be tricky in some cases, in which case
authors are welcome to describe the particular way they provide for reproducibility.
In the case of closed-source models, it may be that access to the model is limited in
some way (e.g., to registered users), but it should be possible for other researchers
to have some path to reproducing or verifying the results.

5. Open access to data and code
Question: Does the paper provide open access to the data and code, with sufficient instruc-
tions to faithfully reproduce the main experimental results, as described in supplemental
material?
Answer: [Yes]
Justification: We use public datasets, and we provide the dataset details in Appendix
We have released the code.
Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that paper does not include experiments requiring code.

¢ Please see the NeurIPS code and data submission guidelines (https://nips.cc/
public/guides/CodeSubmissionPolicy) for more details.

* While we encourage the release of code and data, we understand that this might not be
possible, so “No” is an acceptable answer. Papers cannot be rejected simply for not
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including code, unless this is central to the contribution (e.g., for a new open-source
benchmark).

* The instructions should contain the exact command and environment needed to run to
reproduce the results. See the NeurIPS code and data submission guidelines (https !
//nips.cc/public/guides/CodeSubmissionPolicy) for more details.

 The authors should provide instructions on data access and preparation, including how
to access the raw data, preprocessed data, intermediate data, and generated data, etc.

 The authors should provide scripts to reproduce all experimental results for the new
proposed method and baselines. If only a subset of experiments are reproducible, they
should state which ones are omitted from the script and why.

* At submission time, to preserve anonymity, the authors should release anonymized
versions (if applicable).

* Providing as much information as possible in supplemental material (appended to the
paper) is recommended, but including URLSs to data and code is permitted.

6. Experimental Setting/Details
Question: Does the paper specify all the training and test details (e.g., data splits, hyper-
parameters, how they were chosen, type of optimizer, etc.) necessary to understand the
results?
Answer: [Yes]
Justification: We include the training details and evaluation metrics in Appendix [B.2]
Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the paper does not include experiments.

* The experimental setting should be presented in the core of the paper to a level of detail
that is necessary to appreciate the results and make sense of them.

* The full details can be provided either with the code, in appendix, or as supplemental
material.

7. Experiment Statistical Significance
Question: Does the paper report error bars suitably and correctly defined or other appropriate
information about the statistical significance of the experiments?
Answer:
Justification: The variance of experimental results is smaller than the gap between different
methods.
Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the paper does not include experiments.

* The authors should answer "Yes" if the results are accompanied by error bars, confi-
dence intervals, or statistical significance tests, at least for the experiments that support
the main claims of the paper.

* The factors of variability that the error bars are capturing should be clearly stated (for
example, train/test split, initialization, random drawing of some parameter, or overall
run with given experimental conditions).

* The method for calculating the error bars should be explained (closed form formula,
call to a library function, bootstrap, etc.)

* The assumptions made should be given (e.g., Normally distributed errors).

¢ It should be clear whether the error bar is the standard deviation or the standard error
of the mean.

* It is OK to report 1-sigma error bars, but one should state it. The authors should
preferably report a 2-sigma error bar than state that they have a 96% CI, if the hypothesis
of Normality of errors is not verified.

e For asymmetric distributions, the authors should be careful not to show in tables or
figures symmetric error bars that would yield results that are out of range (e.g. negative
error rates).

o If error bars are reported in tables or plots, The authors should explain in the text how
they were calculated and reference the corresponding figures or tables in the text.

8. Experiments Compute Resources
Question: For each experiment, does the paper provide sufficient information on the com-
puter resources (type of compute workers, memory, time of execution) needed to reproduce
the experiments?
Answer: [Yes]

29


https://nips.cc/public/guides/CodeSubmissionPolicy
https://nips.cc/public/guides/CodeSubmissionPolicy

9.

10.

11.

Justification: We include details in Appendix [B.2]
Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the paper does not include experiments.

* The paper should indicate the type of compute workers CPU or GPU, internal cluster,
or cloud provider, including relevant memory and storage.

* The paper should provide the amount of compute required for each of the individual
experimental runs as well as estimate the total compute.

* The paper should disclose whether the full research project required more compute
than the experiments reported in the paper (e.g., preliminary or failed experiments that
didn’t make it into the paper).

Code Of Ethics

Question: Does the research conducted in the paper conform, in every respect, with the
NeurIPS Code of Ethics https://neurips.cc/public/EthicsGuidelines?

Answer: [Yes]

Justification: We conform with the NeurIPS Code of Ethics.

Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the authors have not reviewed the NeurIPS Code of Ethics.

* If the authors answer No, they should explain the special circumstances that require a
deviation from the Code of Ethics.

* The authors should make sure to preserve anonymity (e.g., if there is a special consid-
eration due to laws or regulations in their jurisdiction).

Broader Impacts

Question: Does the paper discuss both potential positive societal impacts and negative
societal impacts of the work performed?

Answer: [NA]

Justification: There is no societal impact of the work performed.

Guidelines:

» The answer NA means that there is no societal impact of the work performed.

* If the authors answer NA or No, they should explain why their work has no societal
impact or why the paper does not address societal impact.

* Examples of negative societal impacts include potential malicious or unintended uses
(e.g., disinformation, generating fake profiles, surveillance), fairness considerations
(e.g., deployment of technologies that could make decisions that unfairly impact specific
groups), privacy considerations, and security considerations.

» The conference expects that many papers will be foundational research and not tied
to particular applications, let alone deployments. However, if there is a direct path to
any negative applications, the authors should point it out. For example, it is legitimate
to point out that an improvement in the quality of generative models could be used to
generate deepfakes for disinformation. On the other hand, it is not needed to point out
that a generic algorithm for optimizing neural networks could enable people to train
models that generate Deepfakes faster.

* The authors should consider possible harms that could arise when the technology is
being used as intended and functioning correctly, harms that could arise when the
technology is being used as intended but gives incorrect results, and harms following
from (intentional or unintentional) misuse of the technology.

« If there are negative societal impacts, the authors could also discuss possible mitigation
strategies (e.g., gated release of models, providing defenses in addition to attacks,
mechanisms for monitoring misuse, mechanisms to monitor how a system learns from
feedback over time, improving the efficiency and accessibility of ML).

Safeguards

Question: Does the paper describe safeguards that have been put in place for responsible
release of data or models that have a high risk for misuse (e.g., pretrained language models,
image generators, or scraped datasets)?

Answer: [NA]

Justification: The paper poses no such risks.

Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the paper poses no such risks.
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13.

14.

* Released models that have a high risk for misuse or dual-use should be released with
necessary safeguards to allow for controlled use of the model, for example by requiring
that users adhere to usage guidelines or restrictions to access the model or implementing
safety filters.

 Datasets that have been scraped from the Internet could pose safety risks. The authors
should describe how they avoided releasing unsafe images.

* We recognize that providing effective safeguards is challenging, and many papers do
not require this, but we encourage authors to take this into account and make a best
faith effort.

Licenses for existing assets
Question: Are the creators or original owners of assets (e.g., code, data, models), used in
the paper, properly credited and are the license and terms of use explicitly mentioned and
properly respected?
Answer: [Yes]
Justification: We cite the original paper for datasets used and include dataset details in
Appendix
Guidelines:
» The answer NA means that the paper does not use existing assets.
* The authors should cite the original paper that produced the code package or dataset.
 The authors should state which version of the asset is used and, if possible, include a
URL.
* The name of the license (e.g., CC-BY 4.0) should be included for each asset.
* For scraped data from a particular source (e.g., website), the copyright and terms of
service of that source should be provided.
 If assets are released, the license, copyright information, and terms of use in the
package should be provided. For popular datasets, paperswithcode.com/datasets
has curated licenses for some datasets. Their licensing guide can help determine the
license of a dataset.
* For existing datasets that are re-packaged, both the original license and the license of
the derived asset (if it has changed) should be provided.
* If this information is not available online, the authors are encouraged to reach out to
the asset’s creators.

New Assets

Question: Are new assets introduced in the paper well documented and is the documentation
provided alongside the assets?

Answer: [NA]

Justification: The paper does not release new assets.

Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the paper does not release new assets.

* Researchers should communicate the details of the dataset/code/model as part of their
submissions via structured templates. This includes details about training, license,
limitations, etc.

* The paper should discuss whether and how consent was obtained from people whose
asset is used.

* At submission time, remember to anonymize your assets (if applicable). You can either
create an anonymized URL or include an anonymized zip file.

Crowdsourcing and Research with Human Subjects

Question: For crowdsourcing experiments and research with human subjects, does the paper
include the full text of instructions given to participants and screenshots, if applicable, as
well as details about compensation (if any)?

Answer: [NA]

Justification: The paper does not involve crowdsourcing nor research with human subjects.
Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the paper does not involve crowdsourcing nor research with
human subjects.

* Including this information in the supplemental material is fine, but if the main contribu-
tion of the paper involves human subjects, then as much detail as possible should be
included in the main paper.
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* According to the NeurIPS Code of Ethics, workers involved in data collection, curation,
or other labor should be paid at least the minimum wage in the country of the data
collector.

15. Institutional Review Board (IRB) Approvals or Equivalent for Research with Human
Subjects
Question: Does the paper describe potential risks incurred by study participants, whether
such risks were disclosed to the subjects, and whether Institutional Review Board (IRB)
approvals (or an equivalent approval/review based on the requirements of your country or
institution) were obtained?
Answer: [NA]
Justification: The paper does not involve crowdsourcing nor research with human subjects.
Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the paper does not involve crowdsourcing nor research with
human subjects.

* Depending on the country in which research is conducted, IRB approval (or equivalent)
may be required for any human subjects research. If you obtained IRB approval, you
should clearly state this in the paper.

* We recognize that the procedures for this may vary significantly between institutions
and locations, and we expect authors to adhere to the NeurIPS Code of Ethics and the
guidelines for their institution.

* For initial submissions, do not include any information that would break anonymity (if
applicable), such as the institution conducting the review.
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